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SUBSCRIPTIONS + 


Towards adminiſtering Relief to the 
French Emigrant Clergy continue to be 
received by the the following Bankers; 
Poybus, Call, and Co. Ranſon, Morland, 
and Co. Wright, and Co. Hoare, and Co, 
Foſter, Lubbock, and Co. Preſcot, Grote, 
and Co. Down, Thornton, and Co. Eſ- 
daile, and Co. Boldero, and Co. Han- 
key and Co. Dorrigg, and Co. | 


lt ts h ookſellers wilt 
wave their uſual on this extraordi- 
N 0 
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9 5 1 V ER T 18 E MENT. 
Ou of "oh ak  refoeRable 
Characters of the Age“ has 
very lately, and, very juſtly ob- 
ſerved, that, The Crimes and Er- 
* rors of the diſtracted People of 
* France, are an awful Illuſtration 
1 and warning t to us, that, No de- 
gree of Wit, and Learning; no 
Progreſs in Commerce, no Ad- 
vances in the Knowledge of Na. 

3 ture, © or in the embelliſhments of 


be Mrs. Hannah Moore. Who has juſt publiſhed Re- 
marks on the Speech of Mr. Dupont, made in the national 
Aſſembly of France; which are ſold by Cadell, in the 
Strand; and the Profits of Which are to be given to the 
French Emigrant Clergy.” ©. © 

It is hoped that thoſe Remarks will not be conſidered _ 
as ſuperſeding the Propriety or Utility of Theſe, For, as 
They contain many excellent Arguments for the Neceſity 
of Religion in general, Theſe may be added as an Appen- 
dix, in which the Nature of Religion i is more particularly 
explained. And, as They are addreſſed to the higher 
Circles in Society, who can afford half a Crown, 7 heſe” 

deſcend to the more ordinary Claſs, who can Poe 
 {carcely ſpare their Shilling. 
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85 Art, can ever thoroughly tame 
« that Savage, the natural human 
« Heart, without if ELON, 1 


To the RILEY. ark Truth of 
this Remark, univerſal Experience, + 
as well as the particular Inſtance. 
referred to, if we make a rational. 
uſe of i it, will compel our Aſſent. 
But, I beg leave to add to this Po- 
ſition, that under the term Religion, 
we muſt include that of REVELA- 
ION; becauſe no other Religion, 
but that of CHRISTIANITY—- no 
Religion of Nature, of Reaſon, or 
Philoſophy, which has been ſo much 
obtruded upon us in this entightened 

Age—is adequate to the grand 
Purpoſe of poſſeſſing the human 
Mind of all that uniform Amiable- 
7 nels and moral Excellency, ofwhich 
it is certainly capable, 


80 


Es 


$0 that, though we mould 605 
nothing of the Chriſtian Religion, 
conſidered as of divine Original, 


of heavenly Inſpiration— nothing 


of it, as a Syſtem of Faith, di- 
recting us, what we are to be- 


lieve, in order to eternal Salva- | 


: tion—nothing of the exalted Re- 


preſentations, which it gives us of 


the glorious God, and of the un- 


ſearchable Riches of his Grace to 


Mankind; though we ſhould be 
entirely ſilent upon all theſe Points, 
and view it only in its Moka- 
LITY, how ſublime, are its Princi- 


ples ! how noble are its Motives ! x 
how univerſally beneficial, both 


to Nations and Individuals, are 


its practical Uſes. 


„Oh then, ye miſerable Pens, 


that dare to ridicule, or to pub- 


5 Ai the Folly of believing in Jeſus : 


* Chrift, 
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Fe Chriſt where will you hide) your 
« guilty Heads, when Nature diſ- 
* ſolved ſhall ſhew you the Rain- 
1 bow, on which the crucified Savi- 

4 8 our ſhall fit in Judgment, and 
every work ſhall receive its Re- 
ward? Tremble, ye Apoſtate 
E Sons, who come out of the 
„ Schools of Chriſt, and under the 


1 ſpecious Profeſſion of Lovers of : 
be F reedom, F Yiends of Reaſon, Detec- 


* tors of Fraud, Great Genius s, Ene- 
mies to Praeficraft, and moral Phi. 
oſophers, are fighting the Battles 
of Infidelity or Atheiſm, againſt 
*. God, and his nnn rr OY 


Think you my W b 
5 warm? When we are animated by a 
lively Perſuaſion of the truth of a 
thing, ſays abrilliant Writer, how 18 

it poſſible to > cxpreſs 1 it in the frigid 

| lan, 
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language of Inſenſibility ! When 
Archimedes ran naked through the 
Streets of 8yracuſa, tranſported with 
his famous Diſcovery, was that Diſ- 
covery leſs true, becauſe he was ſo 
tranſported with it? Quite the 5 
contrary. He, who is favored with 
a ſight of Truth — of Truth divine, 
more eſpecially-—cannot fail to 
admire her Beauties: and it is cer- 
tain, that, thoſe who remain mdif- 
_ ferent about her, have never beheld 
her charms. 


It was the Opinion of a learned 
Prelate, who flouriſhed early in 
this Century, and of great literary 
and political F ame, that, The Prac- 
tice of Juſtice and Virtue, as Men 
are prompted to it by Religion, is 
the great Support of Government; 
which it is impoſſible ſhould ſub- 
5 ift 
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ſiſt long, without it. It is this only 
can give a Man a Law to himſelf; 
and without it, moſt Men, will con- 
| fider how to ejcape, and not to ob- 

N the Laws of their a 


That the candid] Rader may 7" : 
apprized of what he has to expect 
in the ſubſequent Pages, let him 
know, that the Deſign is exactly 
ſimilar. to that of the amiable Fene- 

| lon, in his Telemachus to ſhew, ? 
that, The Glory of a ſupreme Go 
vernor lies in making his Subjects 

both good, and proſperous; that 
the Prince's Authority i 15 never ſo 
well eſtabliſhed, as in the eſtabliſſi- 

ment of genuine Piety; and that, 
Religion, not only contributes to 
qulaify Mankind for future Felicity, | 
but alſo renders Society a8 happy, 
as it can be, 1 in this peeſen! Life. 0 
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FOR SUPPRESSING SEDITION, 


A N D 


PROMOTING PEACE, 
The following Pages are inſcribed, 


Wath all Humility, and Reſpett, 


by 


The AUTHOR. 
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THE PATRIOT KING, 

1 EET 

PA TR IOT PEOPLE, 
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2 CHRON. xxxiv. 30, 31, 32. 


AND THE KING WENT UP INTO THE 
HOUSE OF THE LORD, AND ALL THE 
MEN OF JUDAH, AND THE INHABI- 
' TANTS OF JERUSALEM, AND THE 

© PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES, AND ALL 

IHE PEOPLE GREAT AND SMALL; 
AND HE READ IN THEIR EARS ALL 

THE WORDS OF THE BOOK OF THE 
COVENANT, THAT WAS FOUND IN 
THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. 


AND THE KING STOOD IN HIS PLACE, 

AND MADE A COVENANT BEFORE THE 
Lok D, TO WALK AFTER THE LORD, 
AND TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, 
B 8 * AND 


#49 


AND, 1118 TESTIMONIES, AND 1118 STA 2 


TUTES, WITH ALL HIS HEART, AND 
WITH ALL HIS SOUL; TO PERFORM 
THE WORDS OF THE COVENANT, 
WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK. 


AND HE CAUSED ALL THAT WERE PRE- 
SENT IN JERUSALEM AND BEN fAMIN 
TO STAND TO IT. AND THE INHABI- 
TANTS OF JERUSALEM DID ACCORD- 
ING TO THE COVENANT OF GOD, THE 
GOD OF THEIR FATHERS. 


a q 0 . x , f 
8 &. 2 ; 54 * 
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HE Sacred Scriptures are remarkable 
for every ſpecies of excellency, that 


belongs to univerſal Compoſition. At the 


ſame time, that their divine Authority com- 
mands our moſt ſerious regard, and while 
we venerate them for their unrivalled An- 
tiquity, they have every thing, which is 
beautiful, in Sentiment ſublime, in Ex- 
preſſion— rich, in Imagination grand, in 
Conception — delicate, in Pathos — and 
important, in Matter, to invite and to 
merit our ſupreme Attention. | 
| : In 


In the Paſſage, I have ſelected, and in 
all the Circumſtances connected with it, to 
a Mind, that is properly diſpoſed towards 
Virtue and Religion, both the lubject and 
the ſcenery muſt appear, I ſhould con- 
ecive, uncommonly intereſting: The Pal 
ſage itſelf, together with its context, records 
very minutely a Tranſaction, which reflects 
the higheſt Dignity on the Character of 
one of the moſt pious Kings of Judah ; 
and, it was inſerted, no doubt, and is pre- 
ferved in the divine Oracles, for the In- 
ſtruction and Benefit of all Ages. Happy 
indeed would it be for the Sovereigns of 
every Kingdom in the World, nor leſs 
happy for their Subjects, were the Ex- 
ample enn wor PEO of the {ſtricteſt Imi- 


tation. 


In accommodating this 1 of ſa- 
ered Hiſtory, and its original purpoſe, to 
preſent Times and in a way of Appli- 
cation to the general Faſt, appointed 
by public Authority let us take Occa- 
fon to ſhew, that, The Power and Influ- 


ence 92 0 KINGS ought principally to be ex- 
B 2 * eraſed 


E 


erciſed in the Support and Encouragement 
F TRUE RELIGION; after that, let us 


endeavour to find out, Wheremn the Nature 


of true Religion moſt eſſentially conſiſts; 


and then, let it be conſidered, Whether it 
be not the indiſpenſible Duty of all THE 
PEOPLE, to affiſt the ſupreme Magiſtrate in 
the Maintenance of true Religion. 


It is humbly preſumed, that, to enforce 
theſe Propoſitions upon the general Mind, 


however neglected by ſome, and exploded 


by others, would be of more real Advan- 
tage to the Community, than the moſt 
ingenious Diſcuſſion of any political Te- 
net whatever. 


That there never was a Period in the | 
hiſtory of States and Empires, in which 
the Situation and Character of Kincs 
were ſo particularly eircumſtanced, will 


readily be acknowledged. The cloſe of . 


the eighteenth Century will be for ever 
memorable on this account. For, the 
very Title has been growing into Diſre- 
pute among thoſe, who affect to deny 

tbeir 


C 5 J 


their Uſe, and to degrade their Conſe- 
quence, in the political Government of 
Nations. To contend for a Title, or a 
Name; in this caſe, would be a ridiculous 


waſte of Timeand Argument ; and to con- 


neft the Ideas of Royalty, and Deſpotiſim, 
as if they were either convertible or ſimi- 
lar, muſt betray a weakneſs of Underſtand- 
ing, an illiberality of Mind, a prejudice 


of Education, or a diſpoſition of Heart, 


which can do no honor to human Nature. 


Very certain indeed it is, that, as in 
every inferior Rank and Claſs of Society, 
there may be good and bad Kings. Bur, 
entirely irreſpective of their moral Excel- 
lency, or otherwiſe, the Title itſelf, in 
the cuſtomary application of it, refers us 
to their political Office; and is intended 


to ſignify nothing more than the ſupreme 


Head, or Governor, in any political Con- 
ſtitution whatever the mode of Govern- 
ment adopted in that Conſtitution may be. 


Every Writer, of deſerved Reputation, 
_ the great ſubjects of civil Policy, has 
inſiſted 


E 


inſiſted upon it, that, as there can be no 
Government at all without a ſupreme 
Power, there can be no good Government 
without legiſlative Power—or, a Power 
both limited and cotabli iſhed by Law; 
and under that Controul : becauſe, That 
alone is found by Experience to be the 
beſt Security againſt the abuſe of Power : 
neither is any Man worthy or fit to reign, 
who would deſire to reign upon any other 
Principle. Arbitrary Government, is Go- 
vernment by the Will of the Prince: le- 
giſlative Government, is Government by 
the Conſent of the People. 


It muſt be admitted again, as a 
Maxim never to be controverted, but al- 
ways to be maintained with Firmneſs, and 
to be brought forward with a pecuha- 
rity of Emphaſis, that, All political Power 
is depoſited in certain Perſons for the 
public Good. It is a Charge, a Truſt, a 
kind of Stewardſhip, to be managed to 
the; greateſt poſſible Advantage of thoſe, 
for whoſe Sakes it 1s depoſited ; not for 
the Ambition, Avarice, or Aggrandize- 
| men 
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ment of the Individual, but for the more 
extenſive and permanent Benefit of the 
Whole. Whatever Difference of Opinion 
may obtain among us, as to the Origin of 
civil Folicy, and the Rights of Kings — 
whether they be human, or whether they 
be divine — whether hereditary, or other- 
wiſe, all muſt unite in this Sentiment. And 
che Man, who could be ſo abſurd as to ad- 
vance any Poſition, deſtructive of this, in 
whatever Quarter he may be, eſteemed, 
ought to be conſidered in the light of a 
deteſtable Sycophant, and an odious Ene- 
my to his Species. 


In neceſſary and immediate Conſe- 
quence from this train of reaſoning, it fol- 
lows, if I miſtake not, that, Every ſu- 
preme Authority in a State is bound, by 
the very nature and deſign of that Power, 
with which it is inveſted, to exert the ut- 
moſt Energy of ſuch Power againſt every 
thing that {tands in the greateſt Oppoſition 
to the general Good—which, upon all the 
Principles of ſound Wiſdom, and univer- 
{al Obſervation, is, Irreligion, and Licenti- 

* ouſfnefs 


(8) 
ouſneſs. And it reflects no Credit upon 
the Character of too many, who cannot 
be unacquarnted with the hiſtory of paſt 
Ages, and whoſe Names will, in all pro- 
bability, deſcend to future times with no 
ſmall degree of Fame, that their political 
Sentiments are fo far from being governed 
by this Conviction, as to ſeem altogether 
deſtitute of the very Impreſſion. While 
the antient Heathens, who are ſuppoſed 
to have had no better Aſſiſtance than the 
mere Light of Nature, were ſenfible of 
this Truth, even to Superſtition, theſe 
modern Heathens, with every ſuperior 
Advantage of the chriſtian Revelation, 
are forgetful of it, even to atheiſtical my 


leck 111 


This is no Satire. Would to God it 
were! It is a Fact, too notorious. A Fact, 
by far too obvious, not to be ſeen; and too 
ſad, to be diſregarded by any ſerious, or 
benevolent mind. It would indeed be 
merciful, to throw the Veil of what is cal- 
led (and too frequently miſcalled) Charity 
and Candour over ſuch Degeneracy, were 

N 


* '* uy 
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; e 
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it 18 more ful to hold i it up to De- 
teſtation ; to excite, if it be poſlible, that 
Abhorrence of it, which, but a moderate 
ſhare of right Reaſon, and genuine Piety 
cannot fail to inſpire. Regicide, and philo- 
ſophical Atheiſm are not to be mentioned, 
but with Indignation and Horror; nor 
ſhould univerſal Diſſipation, and the 
practical Contempt of the divine Beins be 
treated with leſs. | 


Indeed, if we would be confiſtent, in 
entering our ſolemn Proteſt againſt the 
profeſſional Atheiſm, and want of all mo- 
ral Principle, in a neighbouring Kingdom, 
let us be as ſohcitous, at 'eaſt, to avoid 


their Shir t, and diſcountenance their 


Manners at home. And, while it becomes 
us to make uſe of every national Effort to 
ſhake the Foundation of it there, let us be 
as determined to repreſs, by all poſſible 
means, every Eneroachment of it among 
Ourſelves. While our Memories are en- 
riched with every Variety of human In- 
telligence, let us not be unmindful of one 


great Truth, that, To be corrupt, and 
"oh become 
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though it may aſſume very different Aſ- 


* lodged, it has been inſinuated, 1s to 


every thing inimical to the Good of Soci- 


become abominable i in our Doings, and to 
have no Fear of God before our eyes, 
however we may boaſt of theſe enlightened 
Times, is, to be the very Counterpart * 
the Fool, who ſays in his Heart, There is 
no God. All Irreligion, and all Immorality, 


pets, is Atheiſm in diſguiſe. If it be not 
the ſhameleſs Denial of the Exiſtence of 
God, it is an impious Contempt of his 
moral Government. And, it is no eaſy 
Taſk to aſcertain, which of the two has 
the greater Guilt : the Guilt of either, is 
degrading and extreme. 0 


But, to return. All Power, wherever 


be ante and exerted for the greateſt 
public Benefit in direct oppoſition to 


ety, and in actual Support of every thing 
that can moſt advance it. And are any 
of us plunged ſo low, in the dregs of Cor- 
ruption and Depravity, as to deny, that, 
True Religion and Virtue - re the greateſt 
public F080 7 7 Them, what are 


tho 


n | 
the Riches of a Nation ? what, its Com- 2 
meree? what, its Arts and Sciences? | 
what, its military Ardour ? what, its na- 1 
val Conſequence? what are all Theſe, 1 
without Religion and Virtue? To a WO 
Kingdom of Atheiſts, every thing; of 9 
Chriſtzans, nothing. True Religion and b 
Virtue are the only real, becauſe the im- i 
mortal Dignity of Man. And, if of Man, l | 
hen of e WM 
jo | 
"If b de criminal Laws of almoſt every 1 


ne in the world have been the 
repeated Subject of Complaint; if they 
have been ſo often, and, in many caſes, 
ſo juſtly objected to, on account of the 
Severity, not to ſay, Cruelty, of their pe- 
nal Sanctions, what eternal Honours would 
be due to thoſe Sovereigns, who ſhould 
effeftually remove the Occaſions for ſuch 
Laws and ſuch Complaints! But, how is 
that to be done? By the more uniform, 
more active, more zealous Support of 
Religion and Virtue. Not, by the Venge- 
ance of the Sword; nor, by the Terrors 
f Qgy of 
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ol an ignominious Death; but, by the 
more generous, amiable, and godlike En- 
couragement of Piety, aud Truth. rf; 


Leet it not be imagined, that, in ſtarting 
fuch an Idea, we are running wild in the Re- 
gions of Fancy, or aimingto eſtabliſh either 
a platonic, or an utopian Commonweal : 
for, are there wanting Examples, or In- 
ſtances of this ſort, in ſacred Hiſtory 
not to ſay any thing of profane? When 
did David appear in a more exalted point 
of view, than when, upon the Surrender 
of his Crown and Kingdom to his Sueceſ- 
ſor, he aſſembled all the Princes of Iſrael, 
and the Captains, and the Stewards, and 
the Officers, and the mighty Men, and all : 
the valiant Men—and ſtood up- and ſaid 
to them, Hear me, my Brethren, and 
« all my People. In the fight of all Iſrael, 
the Congregation of the Lord, and in 
the Audience of our God, keep, and 
* ſeek for all the Commandments of the 
Lord, your God: that ye may poſſeſs 
this good Land, and leave it for an In- 


heritance for your Children for ever. 
And 


[ 13 } 


c 


* 


* 
5 


thou the God of thy Father, and ferve 
Him with a perfect Heart, and with a 
willing Mind: for, the Lord ſearcheth 
* all 3 and underſtandeth all the 
* Imagmations of the thoughts. If thou 
ſeek him, he will be found of thee; 
but if thou forſake him, he ville caſt thee 
5 off for ever.” — 


A 
« 


* 
* 


La) 
LA) 


1 the Charakter and Conduct 


ol Solomon himſelf ſo illuſtrious, as when 
he aſſembled all his People together, on 
an Occaſion ſtill more intereſting; and 
' when he poured torth that ſublime Strain 
of Devotion, at the Dedication of the Tem- 
ple? The Soul, that is not impreſſed 
with the Divinity of the Religion, and the 
Grandeur of the Sentiment, contained in 


_ that Prayer, muſt be equally pitiable and 


degenerate. 


| Need remind you of the more than 
regal Dignity, with which the good He- 
zekiah was adorned, when he eſtabliſhed 


2 Decree, iſſued his Letters mandate, and 


made 


And thou, Solomon, my Son, Know 


E 1 Þ 
made Proclamation throughout all inge! 
and judah, that the Princes and the Peo- 
ple ſhould afſemble together, to keep 
the : Paſſover of the Lord God of Iſrael 
at Jeruſalem. And the Children of Iſract 


kept the Faſt, with great Gladneſs; and 
the Prieſts and the Levites pralled the 


Lord; and Hezekiah ſpoke comfortably 


unto all the Levites, who taught the good 
Knowledge of the Lord; and all the Con- 
gregation rejoiced ; and the Prieſts and 
the Levites aroſe, and bleſſed the People; 
and their Voice was heard, and their 


Prayer came up to his holy minen par" 
even to o Heaven. | 


During ü the vhols Reign e of oY pious 
Afa, did he ever do himſelf more hon- 
our, than i in the fifteenth Yeat, when he 


gathered his Subjects together, in the Me- 
tropolis of his Kingdom, and they entered 


into Covenant to ſeek the Lord God of 


their Fathers, with all their Heart, and 
with all their Soul; and they ſware unto 
the Lord with a loud Voice, and with 


[econ and with T rumpets, and with 
Cornets; 


8 


ot 
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Cornets; and all Judah rejoiced at the 
Oath. What a glorious Confederation 
was This! 


WM there any thing, 3 in the "ev | 
and Hiſtory of Jehoſaphat, fo worthy to 
be had in everlaſting Eſtimation and Re- 

membrance, as when, upon a proper Oc- 
caſion, he proclaimed a public Faſt—yt- 
tered a public Prayer, which for Wiſdom 
and Piety, has but fe to equal it and then 
gave the following public Exhortation, 
Hear me, O Judah, and ye Inhabitants 
_« of Jeruſalem; Believe in the Lord your 
God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; Believe 
* his Prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper.” Ve- 
ry plainly intimating to all future Times, 
that, National Proſgperi'y will ever be in 
hroportion ta he ona. Ack nowledgment 


8 « 4 to 
rs « » PRIX 
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of the diving 


Bravidence, and the divine 


Truth. 


What were all the Magnificence and 
Splendor of the Regalia and Court of the 


good King, Joſiah, but empty Shadows 
and Trifles, when compared with that more 


ma gnificent 


magnificent! and ennobling Tranſaction, 
regiſtered in the divine Oracles, for our 
admiration and learning, and which is the 
Subject of theſe Remarks! Methinks I 
ſee the truly patriotic Father, as well as 
Sovereign of his People, ſtanding, as he is 
here repreſented, in the houſe of the Lord; 
ſurrounded by all the Men of Judah, and 
the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem the Prieſts, 
the Levites, and all the People great and 
ſmall— and reading i in their ears all the 
Words of The Book of the Covenant, that 
was found in the Houſe of the Lord. And 
the King ſtood in his place, and made a 

Covenant before che Lord, to walk after 
the Lord, with all tu Heart, to perform 
the Wor rds of the Gela, Which were 


| who v Were preſent in Jorpf te i - 


min, to fland to it, *n . 10 Wa kiccord- 
ing to the Covenagit 


of Gal, "the 3381 of 
their F athers. * 5 


| The Book of the Co beni 10 one among 
the great variety of Titles, by which the 
Sacred 1 are. diſtinguiſhed from 


every 


tr M3 „ ; 1 
every other Book 3 in the World. And: , 


83. * 


| manifold Reaſon, why i it i To o called, ap- 
pears to he, becauſe it It 1 is the only Vohime Y 
upon Earth in which. che of 
God, or his appointed Method of faving 

Mankind—freely' by his Grace—through' 
Faith in the _Redemption, ;w hich IS. in 
Chriſt "Jeſus, f is revealed. * that 175 
mable Volume a alone! it is, that the Nature 
of this "Covenant « of "Life, of "Peace, ane 4 
Salvation, i ismoſt clearly explained. There 


alone it 1s ; propoſed to our ſerious Conſi. 
deration, and cordial Acce} tance. And 


41 l 


there 2 alone i it is preſſed upon us, and we 
are very earneſtly ſolicited, to come and 
partake. of all its preſent Benefits, and of 
all ; its eternal Bleſſings. F r — 


the Lord Incline your Ear, and com ,— 
" + . 


* unto Me; bear, and your Soul "nan 


41. 4 s 


* live, and. I will make : an everlaſting 'Co- 
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a Vas, it not Br ſon ething* more chan 


ee * 
royal ? ch as IS. not ſomething more than —_— 
parental 7 p Was It not God lite, in Toſi: iah, = 


to enforce this Book of the Covenant lt 
| D 5 upon i 


j EL er | 
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5 upon the Attention of his People wi th all 
= imaginable Solemnity and: Ardour? We- 
l WD: ther his Example, be dy 55 of _ | 
i among thoſe of ſimilar nk, I Hall 

| | br to bey. Let! it 1 for Kel.” 

| e ar the K or the. Fo 
j - or Sovereigns arc” accountable *: 10 hole, 
=. whom' they are appointed t to govern, is 


matter of ſuch, Ddicacy and Moment, 25 
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| free e Opinten of Wiſdom Abd Piety. F. olly | 
'- and Infidelity wilt boldy ruſh in, "where 
ſound Judgment and real Goodneſs Tat 
always tread with cautious ſteps, and Tow. : 
But that the greateſt earthly Potentates | 
x are accountable | for their regal Character 3 
1 and Authority | to "The K ing of 1 K ings, neg 
18 neither be diſputed, 1 nor concealed. What 
5 elle could be the Defig ign of Heaven, in 
| 1 | giving that Injunction by Moſes Ct, Wt 
5 the Lord's Anointed, when it was ſaid, 
= And it ſhall be, when he ſitteth upon 
"i =_ the Throne of his Kingdom, that be 
| 3 ſhall write him a Copy of this Law in a 
8 Book. And it ſhall be with him, that 


66 he 
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e he may read therein all the days of his 
"«« life; that he may learn to fear the Lord 
c his God, to keep all the words of this 
< Law, that his Heart be not lifted up 
© above his Brethren, .and that he turn 
© not aſide from the Commandment to 
« the ang Hand, or to the left. 
1 , CM 
All Shi. Was, no abs. h re- 
mind che Sovereigns of the Earth, that, 
though in their political Capacity they are 
exalted to a Supremacy among men, they 
areonly the Miniſters of God, to promote, 
in the firſt place, the Cauſe of God and Re- 
ligion,—and i in the next place, the general . 
Good of thoſe, who look up to them, as 
his Inſtruments, for Security 00 Pro- 


bahn 


9 1 * 05 5 * of 
Kink ought principally to be exerciſed 
for the Promotion and Succeſs of Piety 

and Virtue, let us now enquire, Wherein 
TRUE RELIGION may be-/ard mana | 
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Tunns: is not any ei ah | 
1 5 ſtands upon firmer Ground, or | 
i | which: 18 ; fortified with ſtronger Arguthents, ö 
=: than this—that, No profeſſional Religion f 
1 in the whole World can maintain its claim g 
= to A divine Origin, beſide The chiri tian ; 
1 "Religion ; or, that Religion, for which ; 

we are indebted to the ſupernatural In- 


fpiration of God, and which Is contained : 
in TRE BIBLR: f which, if it were even a 
Deluſion, 18 ſuch a kind of Delufion, as 
every wiſe and good Man, every Man of 
moral Rettitude, and univerſal Benevo- 
lence, might with to indulge. | What in- 
| deed can be more amiable than i its ſublime 
and beautiful Epitome, fang by the celef- 
tial Hoſt, when they united in this memo- 
rable Chorus, 4 * Glory to God in the 
, 60 gheſt—and | on earth, Peace—Goad- 
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For all the Satisfaction, we can reaſon- 
ably demand, as to the Truth and Divi- 
nity of the inſpired Writings—which are | 
the Baſis of our moſt holy Faith—let me i 
refer you to thoſe, who have devoted their 1 4 
Time and Talents to that particular Dul- . = 
euſion. They are as numerous, as they 1 
are able. At preſent, we ſhall 7x ragy it 
; as ſufficiently demonſtrated, fo far, at 1 
zz leaſt, as the higheſt degree of moral «a 4 
a tainty can afford Conviction, that, Chrifti- | 
| anity 4s the only true Religion. This 1 IS | 
; the general Idea. But, it is expedient 4 
to be more minute—and, to conſider, | | 
; wherein true Rogen may. be ſaid molt | | | 
: ar to conſiſt. 7 or 
a be enquiry 18 very comprehenfive ee [1 
1 and might naturally lead us into a wide [ | 
3 Field of Solution; but it may be more ; | 
| uſeful to limit our Attention to the ſeveral 4 


Particulars ſtated in the Paſſage under our 
immediate Improvement. And in this .- 
| paſſage, we are inſtructed, that, one of | 


the Branches of true Religion is, Walking i 
deer the Lord: which is mentioned i in di. 1 
ametrical i 


1 22 1 : 


vie oppoſition. to the almoſt univer- 
fal Spirit and Miſcondu& of human Be- 


ings, who. are walking according to the 
Courſe, the Faſhion, the Maxims, the 
Manners, and Cuſtoms of this preſent evil 


World; and according to the different 


Imaginations and Counſels of their own 


Hearts. Whereas, to be religious indeed, 


and not in word and in tongue only, is 
to be attached in Heart, and influenced 
in Life, according to the Precepts of Hea- 


ven. It is to take the LORD himſelf for 


dur Teacher, and our Guide, i in Sincerity 


and TI, 


: Ac inch of tfue Religion, dif. 
tinctly ſpecified in this Sacred Record, is, 
To keep his Commandments, his Teftimo- 


naes, and his Statuten. Not to "dwell at 


large upon theſe diverſified Terms, it will 
be more to our purpoſe, to obſerve, in 
brief, that they include in them every pi- 
ous Inſtitution, moral and ceremonial, for 
which we can plead divine Authority. 
And, in the Practice of what is here en- 
. thele Inſtitutions will not only be 

37917887 718 = 1 75 conſulted, 
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| eonfftied; Kiſs lde will be Arßt they) © 

will be conſciencioufly and habitually re- 
3 garded, as holy, and juſt, and good. For i 
no Laws, whether divine or human are re- 
ſpected unleſs they are oheyed: and the 

Neglect of the former is even more injuri- 
ous to Society, than that of the latter— 
though the Injury may operate in a leſs 
8. viſible manner. An irreligious Member 
of the Commonwealth, is one on its TE 
Evils. 8 


0 14 


£ . 4 i 
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in this ancient Gocke as Abit 
Branch of true Religion, to perform the 
Words, which are written in the Book of 
the Covenant, it ought to be celebrated by 
us as a Mark of the Benevolence of God 
to Man. For, what do theſe Words re- 
quite? They require indeed, that the 
great firſt Cauſe of all things ſhould be the 
ſupreme Object of our Adoration, Obe- 
dience; and Love but, is there any Code 
of Legiſlation, which requires that Mora- 
lic Mind — that Integrity of Principle— 
that Purityef Motive—or that Charity of 
NOW. 
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Condult, for which the chriſtian Syſtem. 1s 
ſo, deſeryedly; eminent? —;Whatſqeyer 


things ale true h Hoe ver things are 


honourable—whatſoever things are juſt— | 
whatſoever things are. Jovely—whatloeyer: 
things: are of good . Report, are recom- 
mended; and enforced in this Book of the 
Covenant, with every Emphaſis, which 

can beſpeak both the Wiſdom and the 


Goodneſs of God. And though it may be 
eaſy for us to panegyrize the ſeveral Vir- 


tues, of Truth, Juſtice, Honour, Repu- 


tation, and the like, if gur, Hearts be not 
inſpired by,theſe, Excellencies « of our Re- 
Ugion,.. in F aQ, We are: Enemies to them 
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8 of hs | application of; the 


8 tothe Mercy of the divine Be- 


ing, chere are many inſtances, i in which 
his Ways are not as our Ways, nor his 3 
Thoughts as our Thoughts. For, in the : 
Spirit and Practice of true Religion, and 
all its Exerciſes, it 1$ enjoined, that, every 2 
Act ſhould be performed after a parti- 


why err, is, Apa 7 the Co- 
5 venant ; ; 
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venant; according to the Nature, De- 


ſign, Mas Genius of the Covenant of the 
Lon; MO | 


The FRAY is, it wah dd 60d. PN 
Reaſons beſt known to his infinite Wil- 


dom and independent Will, to deal with 


Mankind according to a certain Covenant, 
which he hath made, declared, and con- 
firmed in Jeſus Chriſt; and to aſſure them, 


that, No religious Services whatever are 


acceptable to Him, unleſs they are per- 
formed with an eye to the Tenor of that 
Covenant. Or, to expreſs the ſame thing 
ima ſtyle more explicit, Every Act of 
Devotion and Piety, of Morality, and 
Virtue, in order to render 1t grateful to 
_ GOD, muſt be done in a way of Faith 
in the divine Perſon, the perfect Work, 
the mediatorial Offices, the vicarious Sa- 
crifice, and the'ever-living interceſſion of 
Tux Mxssialf; in humble Dependence 
upon Him, and upon the All-ſuffictency 
of his Grace, as the Head-and the Surety 


of that everlaſting Covenant of Life and 


Peace, which God hath eſtabliſhed in the 


Redeemer, 
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Enough, I truſt, has now been advan- 
ced, though ſo. very briefly, upon the 
conſtituent Eſſentials of true Religion, ſo 
far as they are preſented to us in this Chro 


nicle. It only remains that ſome Eviden- 
ces be produced, to ſhew, that, Jt is the 


indiſpen/ible Duty of all the People, to afiſt 
the ſupreme Authority, in the 2 


97 true Religion. 
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that, The ecclefiaſtical Profeſſion obli- 


ges every Perſon, who aſſumes it, to ſup- 
port to the utmoſt of his Abilities, the 
Cauſe, he is ordained to defend, and to 


promote; which is, in the very nature 
and uſe of his Office, the Cauſe of God, 
of Religion, and Truth: and we have 
frequently been told, that, if there be any 
Character, in all the Claſſes of the Com- 
munity, more worthleſs and deſpicable than 


Another, it is the Character of thoſe, who 


diſgrace the divine Function, by a cold 
Indifference to its primary Engagements, 


or, by manifeſtly. diſcovering, that the 
 Emvluments of the Church, and not the 


pious Improvement and the eternal Bene- 


fit of its Members, are the ultimate Ob- 


ject, at which they are aiming. 


It Lens han ſaid, has. from Characters 


of this Deſcription, the Cauſe of Chriſti- 


R 2 anity 
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anity has ſuffered more, than from all its 
avowed Opponents together; and that A 


national Eſtabliſhment, however apoſtoli- 
cal and excellent in itſelf, with falſe 


Teachers, ſelfiſh Hirelings, and political 
Sycophants, will never be able long to 
maintain its ground againſt thoſe, who 
are ſeeking, and anxious, and labouring 
for its Deſtruction. But, preach its Doc- 
trmes—prelerve its Diſcipline and ſup- 


port its Credit, with Fervour and Conſiſt- 


ency ; and then, the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not be ablc to prevail againſt it.— 


. 


11 the | Magifrate of the A 


| wealth, in their reſpective Departments, 


and according to their ſeveral Degrees, 


are to be venerated by us, as The Shields 


of the Earth ; let us not forget, that, 1 
the very language of ſacred Writ, * 


Shields of the Earth belong. unto God, and 


He is the Judge among the People; that, 
to Him therefore they will every one of 


them be called upon to render a ſtrict Ac- 


count; and that, by Him they are raiſed 
to this Diſtinction, not merely for the 
„ 9 8 Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment of Evil-doers, but, eſpecially, 


for the maintenance of true Religion and 1 
Virtue. A” | | 

105 though good Laws may operate * | | 

as ſome prevention and terror to thoſe, 1 

who would otherwiſe commit the greateſt | | 

| Enormities, they can never adminiſter 

WU that far greater Good, which reſults from 1 
| genuine and inward Piety; according to "1 | 
: the direct Ratio of which, every real Lo- 9 
ver of his Country will always calculate "50 1 

| | the probability of its general Peace and 1 

= Safety. What can be more compleat, in 4 
; this reſpect, than the very Character, which f 

= the Scriptures themſelves have delineated, _ | 
| of the Perſons, who alone are proper to | l 
\ fill the important Offices of the Magi- 2 
= firacy? when they ſay, Chuſe ye out . 

% able Men — Men of Truth — fearing | 

% GOD—and hating Covetouſneſs.” 2 

That the Maintenance of true Religion i 

and Virtue, is a conſiderable part of the 4 

Magiſtrates duty, may be argued, not more ; | 

from Principles of ſolid Piety, than of 1 

ö found | 
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found Policy: The Zeal of the Magiſtrate 
in this Service may ſupply, in-ſome mea- 


ſure, the Defects of thoſe, who, though 4 


more immediately ſeparated to that De- 
partment, have taken it upon them, only 


for the ſake of pecuniary Advantage, or, 
as a genteel Profeſſion ; who, perhaps, are 


Infidels in diſguiſe— having the form of 
Godlineſs, but denying and — the 
Power en. 


It ah to be noticed too, in this caſe, 


that the odious Charge of Prieſtcraft can- 


not be levelled with any force or propriety 
againſt the Bench; as it has been too often, 
and too ſucceſsfully, againſt the Pulpit. 
And therefore the civil Magiſtrate ſhould be 


intreated, and induced, to conſider his Sta- 
tion, Eminence, and Authority, as a 


Truſt, to be employed for the Honour 
of the great Legiſlator of heaven and earth; 
and, in that application of it, for the beſt, 
the higheſt Concerns of Mankind. It was 


a maxim of the Emperor Conſtantius, if I 
miſtake not, He cannot be faithful to 


Me, who 1s unfaithful to his God.” — 
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1 
"he hs Support ach Increaſe of true 
Religion ate only ſo much more the Pro. 
vince and Duty of Minifters and Magi 
| frrates, than of private Individuals, as Ma-. 
giſtrates and Miniſters have, in their Sphere 
of Action, and in their official Situation, a 
more public Authority, and extenſive 
Influence. No Man, however, can be 
ſaid to be the Friend of God, of his Coun- 
try, or his King, whoſe Time, Talents, and 
Example are not chiefly devoted to its 
Succeſs, To affect the Character, or 
even the Name of A Patriot, without this 
Attachment, is a Deluſion, by which no- 1 
ching but a mere Politician, will ever be | 
| 


enſnared. It is a ſort of Trick, by 
which Honeſty is inſulted, and Ingenu- 
oulneſs is betrayed ; and the only Reward, 
with-which ſuch Impoſtors ought to meet, 
is, univerſal Dif guſt, Ow and Con- 
tempt. 


Let a Member of any given Community 
be ſuppoſed to act only from a principle 
of Self. love, and to be governed en- 
tirely by Conſiderations of perſonal Eaſe 
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and Security nothing, in all Society, is 


ſo well ſuited in its nature to gratify the 


former, or to promote the latter, as true 
Religion, when it is properly underſtood; 
as conſiſting in the Knowledge, the Love, 
the Worſhip, and Service of thet true SUD; 
and eſtimated accordingly. 


1 fuck a Member of the Conmunity 
be actuated by more enlarged and gene- 


rous Views. Let his Object be, the real 


Good of Society their mutual Harmony, 
mutual Confidence, mutual Proſperity— 


the Reaſonableneſs and the Excellency of - 
his Vigour, to ſupport the declining Cauſe 


of true Religion, will derive an additional 


degree from that very Circumſtance. For, 
as Religion 1s the only Bond of Union be- 
tween the divine Being and any of his in- 


telligent Creatures, it is the firmeſt, if not 


the ſole Bond of inviolable Truth, of un- 
varying Friendſhip, of ſteady Faithfulneſs, 


and ſincere Affection amongſt. Men. Rare 


indeed are the Inſtances, in which every 
Tie of Honour, F idelity, Nature, and Al- 
Hance, will not be ſacrificed to Intereſt, 


Ambition, 
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1 
Abies Pride, Senfuality, Caprice, 


and Avarice, unlefs true Religion has in- 
terpoſed with her ſacred W and 


1 


as a Fafſuence, 
Why then ſhould » we be amid A e 
where the Teſtimony of all Hiſtory and 
Experienee will be on our ſide, that, Eve- 
ry Perfon, who does not throw all the 
Weight he can, into the Scale of true Re- 
ligion—and, more eſpecially, the Perſon, 
who by the general Habits of his Life diſ- 
covers, that, true Religion is the leaſt i 
I and the laſt of all his Purſuits, is ſo far | 
3 from being a Lover of his King and Coun- | 
try, chat, He is an Adverſary to bot. A l 
; 05 t \ og ö wer leſs hs BS W NV | 
5 F or, is not true Religion, 1 repeat it, | 
3 The Canſe'of God ꝙ is there any other way, =_ 
: in which we can ſo effectually acknow- 0 | 
f Tedge the'fenſe we have of his Greatneſs, | 
w 'Goodnefs, his Glory, or his Govern- = 
ment? Arid; if for the Defence of our i 
amiable Sovereign—for- the Comfort of 
his Queen and F amily—for the Security 9 
Ronde F of = 
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of our Conlitiitidn<for the Honour wa 
the Nation and for the Deſtruction of its 
Enemies —if, for all theſe neceſſary. Pur- 
poſes, A zealous Aſſociation, were a noble 
Cauſe ; would a fervent Exertion for the 


divine Honour—for the Honour of Him, 


by whom Kings reign, and Kingdoms 


riſe or fall for the King of Kings; for 


the Security of revealed Truth; for the 


| Knowledge of the Goſpel; for the Revi- 


val of its Spirit; for the Confuſion of its 


Enemies; and for the Encouragement 2 


the . chriſtian Character, as well as the 
chriſtian. Profeſſion among us; would an 
univerſal; Affociation, in ſuch a Cauſe, 
againſt Atheiſts, | Infidels, and: Impietiſts 
ol every deſcription, be leſs manly ? ? leſs 
me 7 leſs nobis ? leſs * ? 


What is our 3 if hs Example 


fot before us in the King of Judah, Sd 
all che Inhabitants, of Jeruſalem ? Was 


it mean, vulgar, inſipid, and illiberal ? 


Or, was it ſuch, as irradiated the Throne 
of. Joſiah ? and ſuch, as Princes and 
5 n.. Saints and Angels ought to 


: 4, approve, | 


AS 


1 


approve, and admire in his people P: 0 
then, and do Thou likewiſe. For this, 
and this Alone is Patriotiſm indeed. 


From Obſerviions: which fad Experi- 
ence obliges us to make on the preſent 
State of things, where Truth and Falſe- 
hood, Order and Anarchy, Principle and 
Intereſt are waging eternal War, we are 
compelled to preſerve the diſtinction be- 
tween a political, a ſelfiſn, an anti- chriſtian, 
and an honeſt, upright, genuine Patriot. 

A political Patriot, we have ſeen, and 
are concerned to lee, is a Character of 
confirmed Oppoſition—a an of Party— 
One, who will facrifice every Conſider- 
ation, either to gra'ify his preſent Ambi- 
tion; or, to maintainhis Popularity; or, to 

excite Sedition; or, to preſerve his Conſe- 
quence withthoſe, to whom he is pledged. 


A ſelfiſn Patriot, is the Charafter, 
through all whoſe ſpecious Oratory, bril- 
liant Wit, and ſpecious Pretences, for the 
8 rg Good, Mis ſufficiently eaſy, with 


F 2 but 


E 


but a moderate Share of Penetration, to 
diſcover, that Profit, Place, and Power, 
are the grand * in eye. 


An anti-chtiftian Patriot, like an Athe- 
iſtical one, appears to us, a Contradiction 
in terms. A Patriot, who denies his God, 
or his Religion, is a political Monſter. 
And, to Monſters of this Compoſition, may 
we aſcribe all the Madneſs, the Maſſacre, 
the Regicide, the Plunder, the Inhumani- 
ties, and Horrors, which are now the un- 
precedented Diſgrace, and may be the to- 
tal Overthrow, of a ee Em ire. 


W at chin: and who, 1s the EYE 
mate Son of diſintereſted Patriotiſm, . and 
of public Virtue? It is He, who is more 
ſolicitous for the religious Character of his 
Country, than for any other Conſideration. 
Who will never ſupport by his Influence, 
or his Purſe, the Plans of thoſe, who are 
_ defigning the deſtruction ot the national 

. Church—or oppoſing the Barriers, which 
the Wiſdom and Experience of our Fore- 
fathers have unc it neceſſary, as well as 
prudent 
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prudent, to erett, for the permanent Se- 


curity of the civil and eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 


bliſhmept. Who will never expoſe the 
high reſpeQability of his ſenatorial Cha- 


racter, to deſerved Ridicule, or Contempt. 
Who will never ſacrifice moral Principle 


to political Intereſt. Who will neither 


joke with Sacred things himſelf, nor hold 
any, who do ſo, in cordial Eſtimation, 
Whoſe Practice is a perpetual Reproof to 
thoſe, who are living 3 in the conſtant Pro- 
fanation of the Sabbath-day. Whoſe Con- 
verſation will neither ſhock the Ear of 
Delicacy, nor the mind of Piety, And, 


who repoſes more Confidence in the God 
of Religion, and in the Religion of his 


God, than in all the Arms, Power, Po- 


licy, and Magazines, that ever were the 
Terror of Europe. 


1 


Allow me, therefore, to aſſert, that, 
from every Conſideration, which can do 
eredit to Humanity from every perſonal, 
every ſacred, every political Conſider- 
ation from every pious Conſideration for 
the Glory of the tri-une God; for the 

TE he © Cauſe 
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of their F elicity, 1 is Wer 


„„ 
Cauſe of is Redeemer ; 5 and for the pro- 
motion of ſacred Truth in the world, it is, 
more than ever, incumbent on us All, at 
this period, to aſſiſt the ſupreme Magi- 
ſtrate, and the public Miniſters of our moſt 
holy Faith, in the ſupport of true Reli- 
gion. Becauſe, while any other infe- 
rior Meaſure may indeed operate in the 


Remoyal or Suppreſſion of partial Incon- 


veniences, this alone has the excluſive 


Prerogative, of laying the Axe to the very 
Root of all Evil—of claiming the protec- 
tion of Omnipotence itſelf —and of prepa- 


ring us a Seat, at the final Conſummation 
of all things, in that happy State, where 
there is neither Hereſy nor Sedition, Con- 


| fuſion nor Maſſacre, Diſorder nor Treaſon; 


but, where their whole Conſtitution is 


Piety and Peace—their Laws, are Laws 


of Liberty, and Love—and the Duration 
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